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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 12341 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GW, GV 

SUBJECT: WEST GERMAN RELATIONS WITH GUINEA 
REF: CONAKRY 1155 

1. WE EXPECT THAT SPECULATION ABOUT IMMINENT OR EARLY 
RESUMPTION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN FRG AND GUINEA IS SOME- 
WHAT PREMATURE. AFTER DISCUSSING THE PRISONER RELEASE 
AND ITS IMPLICATIONS (WITH FONOFF'S DIRECTOR FOR 
NORTHERN AND WESTERN AFRICA, WEVER, AND WITH GUINEA 
DESK OFFICER, FRAU SCHNABEL) WE HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT 
THE GERMANS HAVE MADE NO POLICY DECISIONS, THAT THEY 
DO NOT CONSIDER THAT THEY HAVE ENTERED INTO ANY 
COMMITMENTS, AND THAT THEY ARE IN FACT UNCERTAIN ABOUT 
JUST HOW THINGS WILL NOW PROCEED. 

2. THE STRONGEST INHIBITING FACTOR IS LIKELY TO BE THE 
PUBLIC REACTION TO THE "MARX STORY," ONCE IT IS THOR- 
OUGHLY AIRED IN THE DAILY PAPERS AND, PARTICULARLY, IN 
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ING ON THE PRISONERS' RELEASE AND THEIR ARRIVAL IN 
EUROPE WAS QUITE RESTRAINED (ALTHOUGH IT CERTAINLY MADE 
Cl .EAR THAT MARX WAS IN BAD SHAPE, BOTH MENTALLY AND 
PHYSICALLY), BUT THE FONOFF EXPECTS THAT THE MORE LURID 
STORIES ARE YET TO COME. WEVER FEARS, AS A CONSEQUENCE, 

A REACTION THAT COULD MAKE IT POLITICALLY IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR THE FRG TO MOVE IN ITS RELATIONS WITH GUINEA FOR 
SOME TIME TO COME. THE BUNDESTAG HAS OF COURSE LONG 
BEEN AWARE OF AND INTERESTED IN THIS CASE. 

3. THE INTERMEDIARIES, PEDINI AND LEWIN, WERE NOT 
AUTHORIZED TO MAKE ANY SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS REGARDING 
DEVELOPMENT AND ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS AND THE 
GERMANS ARE ASSUMING THAT THEY DID NOT. AT THE SAME 
TIME, THE GERMANS TAKE IT FOR GRANTED THAT THERE IS 
SOME GUINEAN INTEREST IN RAPID MOVEMENT, FOR BOTH 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REASONS. THE POLITICAL RATION- 
ALE, AS SET FORTH BY FRAU SCHNABEL, IS THAT A NUMBER 

OF FACTORS, OF WHICH THE IMMINENT END OF THE PORTUGUESE 
COLONIAL EMPIRE IS PERHAPS THE MOST NOTABLE, HAVE MADE 
SEKOU TOURE REALIZE THAT HE IS AT A TURNING POINT 
AND THAT THE OLD SHIBBOLETHS WILL NO LONGER HAVE THEIR 
DESIRED DOMESTIC POLITICAL EFFECT. MOREOVER, ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE IS URGENTLY REQUIRED TO DEAL WITH A SERIOUS- 
LY DETERIORATED SITUATION. 

4. WITH REGARD TO THE LATTER, FRAU SCHNABEL POINTED 
OUT THAT IT WILL PROBABLY BE SOME TIME BEFORE SIGNIFI- 
CANT AMOUNTS OF GERMAN AID CAN BE PROVIDED FOR GUINEA, 
WHICH BEFORE THE RUPTURE WAS ONE OF THE FRG’S BIGGEST 
AFRICAN RECIPIENTS. APART FROM A NATURAL RELUCTANCE ON 
POLITICAL GROUNDS TO RESUME AN AID PROGRAM, IT WILL BE 
DIFFICULT IN THE EXTREME TO FIND GERMAN SPECIALISTS 
WILLING TO RESIDE IN GUINEA. THIS MEANS THAT ANY 
INCLINATION ON THE PART OF THE GUINEANS TO TIE MOVE- 
MENT IN BILATERAL RELATIONS TO AGREEMENT ON THE RE- 
SUMPTION OF AID WOULD ALSO OPERATE AS A DELAY- 
ING FACTOR. 

HIT ,T .F.NBR AND 
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